
2001 MIAC FOOTBALL PREVIEW

Much anticipation surrounds the 2001 MIAC football season,
and several changes are evident as one looks forward to the 2001
campaign.
Three new head coaches (Carleton, Concordia, Hamline)
join a tough conference that sent two teams to the NCAA Tournament
a year ago.
Additionally, the Metrodome Showcase, which has been a
mainstay in the MIAC schedule for the past several seasons, will
not take place in
2001. Regardless of these differences, there is
no doubt that MIAC football will continue to be some of the top
Division III football in the
nation.


The preseason MIAC Football Coaches Poll shows that competition
will be very tight this fall. Four different teams received first
place votes
in what looks like an impossible season in which to
predict a winner. The overwhelming picks to finish in the top five
in conference play
include defending MIAC champion Bethel, NCAA
runner-up Saint John’s, St. Thomas, Gustavus, and St. Olaf.
Saint John’s and Bethel each
received more than two first
place votes. Bethel and Saint John’s also appear in preseason
national rankings. D3football.com ranks Bethel
fifth and Saint
John’s tenth nationally in its preseason ranking. Sports
Illustrated lists Saint John’s seventh in its preseason
ranking.


New this year will be the “MIAC Game of the Week.” The
MIAC has teamed up with Minnesota Sports Update to provide exciting
MIAC
coverage each week, to be broadcast live over the internet.
MIAC football fans can access each week’s featured game
throughwww.minnesotasportsupdate.com.
The first broadcast will be September 15 as Bethel hosts Macalester
at 1:00pm. “The MIAC has a
wide audience, including fans,
alumni, and family across the nation. We are very pleased to be
able to bring the excitement of MIAC football
action into their
homes each week,” stated MIAC Assistant to the Executive
Director Dan McKane. 


Looking back, the 2000 MIAC season featured very strong competition
in each week of play. There were as many as four teams ranked in
national polls each week. Bethel went undefeated in MIAC play
(9-0), en route to winning the MIAC Championship for the first time
since
the school joined the conference in 1977. The Royals’
season was highlighted by a 43-36 victory over 1999 MIAC champion
Saint John’s. By
winning the conference crown, Bethel earned
the MIAC’s automatic bid to the NCAA Playoffs. Saint
John’s was awarded one of four at-large
bids to the national
tournament. The Johnnies displayed tremendous endurance as they won
their way to the NCAA Championship game,
playing all five of their
playoff games on the road. Saint John’s took on perennial
power Mount Union in Salem, Va., in the national
championship game.
Mount Union tallied a 10-7 score to win the game and end Saint
John’s six-game winning streak.


| Augsburg | Bethel | Carleton | Concordia | Gustavus | Hamline | Macalester | Saint
John's | St. Olaf | St. Thomas | 


Augsburg
College   

Head
Coach: Jack Osberg (11th season / 49-52
overall)

2000
Record: 3-7 (3-6 MIAC / 7th)

Key
Returners:

Matt Chappuis, Sr, DL, 2X
All-MIAC (1st tm 00, 2nd tm 99), 46 tkls, 9.0 TFL, 7.0 sacks in 9
games in 00. 

Brent Peroutka, Sr, DB, 2X All-MIAC (2nd tm in 00 and 99),
team’s leader in tackles (71, 42 solo).

Mark Johnson, Sr, WR, 2X All-MIAC (2nd tm in 00, HM in 99), team
highs - 39 rcpts, 635 rec. yrds, 5 TDs in 00

Shane Gunderson, Sr, DB, 2nd tm All-MIAC in 00; HM Lutheran
Brotherhood Lutheran College All-America in 00

John Goodale, Sr, QB, 3-year reserve QB, 70 completions, 981
passing yards, 6 TDs in Auggie career

Sammy Gross, Jr, WR, 12 receptions, 118 yards in 2000

Dave Sherry. Sr. DL, 2x All-MIAC (2nd team 2000, HM 1999), 27
tackles (18 solo), 5 sacks in 2000

Kyle Koch, Jr, DL, 33 tackles (22 solo), 8.0 tackles for loss, 2.5
sacks in 2000.

Season
Preview:

In 1996, Augsburg College
finished the football season 3-7, after three straight
.500-or-above campaigns. The
Auggies graduated seven starters and
had several question marks facing the club entering the 1997
season. 


All the Auggies did in 1997 was win the Minnesota Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference championship, beat MIAC
powerhouse St. John's
in the team's home-opener, and make it to the NCAA Division III
national playoffs for the
first time in school history.


In 2000, Augsburg finished 3-7, after three straight .500-or-above
campaigns. The Auggies graduated 11
starters and had several
question marks facing the club entering the 2001 season. And the
Auggies' 2001 home-
opener is against defending national runner-up
St. John's.


Déjà vu all over again in 2001?


Possibly, said head coach Jack Osberg, entering his 11th year as
Augsburg's head coach with the third-longest
tenure of any coach in
the MIAC. Osberg has a 49-52 career record, and his victory total
puts him just nine wins
behind Edor Nelson's 58 wins (1947-69) for
the most in school history.


Complete preview can be found at: www.augsburg.edu/athletics/football/0102preview.html

Bethel
College   

http://www.minnesotasportsupdate.com/
http://www.augsburg.edu/athletics/football/
http://www.augsburg.edu/athletics/football/0102preview.html
http://www.bethel.edu/Athletics/Football.html


Head
Coach: Steve Johnson (13th season /
77-42-1 overall)

2000
Record: 10-1 (9-0 MIAC / 1st)

Key
Returners:

Scott Kirchoff, QB, Jr.,6-2, 215,
212-340, 2,642 yards, 23 TD’s, All-MIAC

Mike Johnson, FB, Jr.,5-11, 205, 98 carries, 638 yards, 42 rec, 560
yards, All-MIAC, All-Region

Jordy Hage, WR, Sr.,5-10, 175, 34 receptions, 369 yards, All-MIAC
2nd-Team

Josh Shropa, OG, Jr.,6-4, 240, All-MIAC 2nd-Team

Rick Meyer, DE, Sr., 6-4, 255, 63 Tackles, 8.5 sacks, All-MIAC,
Verizon Academic All-District 2nd-Team

Jon Foss, DE, Jr.,6-2, 200, 67 Tackles, 7.0 sacks, All-MIAC

Nate Klint, SS, Sr.,5-11, 185, 57 Tackles, 3 Int., 13 KOR, 32.0
ave, 2 TD, All-MIAC 2nd-Team

Hans Bengtson, FS, Sr., 6-2, 210, 93 Tackles, 5 Int,, All MIAC,
Verizon Academic All-District 2nd-Team

Season
Preview:

Bethel College is coming off
their best season in school history as they went 10-0 in the
regular season and won
their first-ever Minnesota Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (MIAC) championship. After winning the
conference, the Royals proceeded to host Pacific Lutheran
University in Bethel’s first-ever NCAA playoff game.
Despite
a disappointing 41-13 loss to the defending national champions, the
Royals had a great 2000 season
and as they look to 2001, again have
reason to have high expectations as they return 17 starters, 10 of
which
were named to the All-MIAC first or second teams. Head Coach
Steve Johnson was named MIAC coach of the
year for the third time
and has put together a 77-42-1 career record.

Offensively, junior All-MIAC quarterback Scott Kirchoff will look
to improve upon his sophomore season when he
threw for 2,642 yards
and 23 touchdowns. Kirchoff’s completion percentage of 62.4%
set a school record and
his 212 completions tied a school record.
Junior fullback Mike Johnson, an All-West region selection as a
sophomore, rushed for 638 yards and four touchdowns and caught 42
passes for 560 yards and three
touchdowns. Johnson will look to
carry the load in the rushing attack in 2001. Senior receiver Jordy
Hage was an
All-MIAC second-team member after catching 34 passes
for 369 yards and five touchdowns last season. Bethel
returns all
five starters on the offensive line and will look to be a dominant
force in the MIAC.

Defensively, the Royals lost All-American and NCAA record holder
Ben Matthews. He tied NCAA all-division
records for interceptions
in a game (5) and interceptions in a season (15). Bethel led NCAA
Division III in
turnover ratio last season and hopes to carry the
same aggressive style into the 2001 season under new
defensive
coordinator Jimmy Miller. Miller took over for Mike Plinske who
retired following the season. 

The Royals welcome back 8 starters on defense, led by junior
All-MIAC free safety Hans Bengtson. Bengtson led
the Royals with 93
total tackles last season and also was second on the team with five
interceptions. A
linebacking corps of seniors Ben Kidd (69
tackles), Randy Larson (64 tackles), and Jason Holm (51 tackles,
missed three games with a knee injury) all return. On the defensive
front, senior end Rick Meyer (8.5 sacks) and
junior end Jon Foss
(7.0 sacks) combined for 24.5 tackles for loss and will anchor the
defensive line. In the
defensive backfield, with the loss of
Matthews and fellow cornerback Kris Collins, senior Nate Klint will
move
from strong safety to corner as the Royals look to get their
top players on the field. With the departure of
Matthews’ and
Collins Bethel is going to be looking to fill the void at one
cornerback position. 


Complete preview can be found at: www.bethel.edu/Athletics/Football/2001/preview.html

Carleton
College   

Head
Coach: Chris Brann (1st season / 0-0
overall)

2000
Record: 1-9 (1-8 MIAC / 9th)

Key
Returners:

Scott O’Reilly,
Sr./LB/6-1/217, All-MIAC second team in 2000, 126 tackles, five
sacks, nine for loss.

Jon Groteboer, Sr./QB/6-5/202, 115-262-1358, 12 TD, 9 INT

Steve Nuessle, Sr./TE/6-4/225, 7 rec. 94 yards, 1 TD

Erik Fisher, Jr./RB/5-11/190, 20 att., 64 yards, 5 rec., 76 yards,
376 all-purpose yards

Conor Crimmins, Jr./OL/6-2/265, started all 10 games in 2000, all
20 in career

Jake Hodgson, Sr./DT/6-3/240, 63 tackles, 14 for losses, 5.5
sacks

Ken Lewis, Sr./DB/5-11/170, started all 10 games, 46 tackles, one
sack, one interception

Season
Preview:

A new coach, a new look and new
schemes signal that Carleton football is undergoing a
transformation in 2001.


At the forefront of this redesign is new head coach Chris Brann.
Defensive coordinator at the University of
Chicago for the past
three years, Brann replaces Bob Sullivan, who retired after 22
seasons as the Knights’ head
man. Brann helped lead the
Maroons to conference titles in 1998 and 2000, and led a defense
rated second in
the nation in 2000.

Couple a small recruiting class of only 12 newcomers with 36
returning letterwinners, and Brann expects his
roster to barely
reach 50 players. Yet he remains guardedly optimistic about the
Knights’ chances in his first
season.


Complete preview can be found at: www.carleton.edu/campus/athletics/Football/2001/preview01.html

http://www.bethel.edu/Athletics/Football/2001/preview.html
http://www.carleton.edu/campus/athletics/Football/2001/preview01.html
http://www.carleton.edu/campus/athletics/Football/2001/preview01.html


Concordia
College   

Head
Coach: Terry Horan (1st season / 0-0
overall)

2000
Record: 4-6 (4-5 MIAC / 6th)

Key
Returners:

Mark Haugen, OT, Sr. 6-4
280 

Eric Emmerich , OT, Sr. 6-4 290 
Jeff Hertel, QB, Sr. 6-2 180 

Raleigh Schmidt, SB, Sr 6-2 175 

Brian Martodam, TE, Sr. 6-4 225 

Barry Bennett, DE, Sr. 6-2 225 

Ben Holm, DT, Sr. 6-5 245 

Travis Olson, FS, Sr. 6-2 200 

Josh Vickerman, CB, Jr. 6-0 165

Season
Preview:

The 2001 edition of the
Concordia football team will have a decidedly new look when it
takes the field.


The biggest change will be on the sidelines where first-year head
coach Terry Horan will be the holder of the
torch of coaching
tradition at Concordia. An honor that was handed to him when long
time coach Jim
Christopherson retired last year after 32 years at
the helm. Horan is only the third coach the school has
employed in
the past 60 years. 


Horan faces an uphill task in his first year, as he inherits a team
that went 4-6 in 2000 and only has 11 total
starters returning from
that team. He will have to fill holes in both lines and also the
offensive backfield, while
trying to bring his own style of
coaching to a program that has never had two losing seasons in a
row since the
late 1940’s. 


Complete preview can be found at: www.cord.edu/dept/sports/01/miac/fbpreview01.html

Gustavus
Adolphus College   

Head
Coach: Jay Schoenebeck (8th season /
35-35 overall)

2000
Record: 6-4 (6-3 MIAC /
3rd-tie)

Key
Returners:

Joe Arlt, DB, SR, 5-11, 165, 10
starts/29 solos, 19 asts./48 total tackles/2 ints./32 yds./1
td.

Brian Bergstrom, LB, SR, 6-1, 205, 10 starts/62 solos, 64 asts/126
total tackles, 6 sacks/All- MIAC

Jeff Brown, OL, SR, 6-4, 285

Ryan Hoag, WR, JR, 6-3, 190, 10 starts, 34 receptions/548 yds./5
tds.

Josh Peterson, DL, SR, 6-2, 265, 8 starts, 16 solo, 14 asts/30
total tackles

Andy Traetow, RB/KR, JR, 120 rush att./558 rush yds./17 kick
returns/ 584 yds./7 tds/ All – American , All-
MIAC

Joe Thorvig, QB, SR, 6-3, 195, 10 starts/306 Att./177 comp./13
int./2282 yds./20 tds./ All- MIAC

Zach Zimmer, DB, JR, 6-0, 190, 10 starts/39 solos, 10 asts/49 total
tackles, 21 punt returns/169 yds.

Season
Preview:

After having to replace 16
starters at the beginning of the 2000 season, Gustavus Head Coach
Jay Schoenebeck
is looking forward to welcoming back 14 starters
for the 2001 season including All-Conference quarterback Joe
Thorvig, All-America running back/ kick returner Andy Traetow and
All-Region linebacker Brian Bergstrom.
Schoenebeck directed a young
and inexperienced squad to a 6-4 overall mark last season and with
a veteran
squad returning, he feels that this team should be among
the top teams in the league with a chance to contend
for the
title.


Complete preview can be found at: www.gac.edu/oncampus/stuservices/Athletics/fb/fbnews/fbpreview.html

Hamline
University   

Head
Coach: Donovan Larson (1st season / 0-0
overall)

2000
Record: 2-8 (2-7 MIAC / 8th)

http://www.cord.edu/dept/sports/fb01.html
http://www.cord.edu/dept/sports/01/miac/fbpreview01.html
http://www.gac.edu/oncampus/stuservices/Athletics/fb/fb.html
http://www.gac.edu/oncampus/stuservices/Athletics/fb/fbnews/fbpreview.html
http://web.hamline.edu/cla/athletics/football/index.htm


Key
Returners:

Justin Werner (SR)

Doug Amsden (SR)

Joey Kvamme (SR)

Brandon Swenson (SR)

Ben Nyquist (SR)

Ryan Donnay (SR)

Jim Miller (SR)

Ted Strouth (SR)

Season
Preview:

The Hamline mens football team
was this close to a very successful season last year. A nice record
and middle-
of-the-conference finish were there for the taking, but
it slipped through their hands in a whirlwind of poor
execution and
mental errors in the final minutes of close games.


That will not happen this year. Not if Larson can do anything about
it. He said three or four well-executed plays
would have made the
difference in a number of those games last year. And he has set to
work building a more
disciplined, cool, calm and collected
team.


"They have worked really hard," Larson said. "They are a very
disciplined bunch. They are always on time. I
think that translates
into discipline on the field."


A 55-0 whipping of a club team on a spring trip to Spain proved
that the Pipers are a good football team.
Whether that win will
catapult them to MIAC success remains to be seen. They return a
very strong running
game, one they will use extensively, and
all-conference wide receiver Amsden. The team's offensive
leadership
will need to come from one of these positions, because
the team will be young at quarterback. The defense will
need to be
very solid, to compliment the ball control offense. 


Now after forty practices and months of waiting, they appear ready
to take back a few of the games that slipped
away last season.
Larson said he is looking forward to seeing where his team stands
when the "bullets start
flying" in their first game, at UW-Green
Bay. 


"I want us to play as good as we are capable of without making
mistakes," Larson said. "I want us to play hard
and be physical. We
have been very pleased with the attitudes and work ethic of the
kids. I think they are
hungry and ready to taste
success."

Macalester
College   

Head
Coach: Dennis Czech (4th season / 5-25
overall)

2000
Record: 1-9 (0-9 MIAC / 10th)

Key
Returners:

Andrew Porter, Jr., DE, All-MIAC,
85 tackles, 22 TFL, 13 sacks, pre-season 

All-America by D3football.com and Football Gazette)

Ty O'Connell, Sr., WR, 53 catches for 768 yards, 14.5 ypc., 7
TDs

Grant Heuett, Sr., RB, 600 yards rushing, 20 receptions

Nick Fruge, Sr., LB, 66 tackles, 5 sacks

Paul Dennis, Jr., DT

Season
Preview:

Fourth-year coach Dennis Czech
and the Scots are optimistic about moving up in the MIAC after a
disappointing
1-9 campaign a year ago. The Scots had success
throwing the football in 2000 and look be steady on the
offensive
side of the ball again despite having to replace All-MIAC
quarterback Aaron Quitmeyer, who passed for
5,716 yards in his
Macalester career. Standout receiver Ty O'Connell (Sr., Helena, MT
/ Capital) returns after
catching 53 passes for 768 yards and seven
touchdowns last season, as does four-year starting running back
Grant Heuett (Sr., Pueblo, CO / South), who rushed for 600 yards at
3.9 a clip while catching 20 passes out of
the backfield. Clark
Wohlferd (Jr., Sun Prairie, WI), Dan Frey (Sr., Northfield, MN) and
Eric Chapin (Jr., Cedar
Rapids, IA / Washington) are back to lead
an 

experienced offensive line. 


Andrew Porter (Jr., Rogers, MN / Elk River) is one of the MIAC's
top defensive lineman and returns after
registering 85 tackles (22
for loss of yardage) and 13 sacks. The all-conference selection was
named to pre-
season All-America teams by D3football.com and
Football Gazette. Linebacker Nick Fruge (Sr., Coon Rapids, MN
/
Blaine) was in on 66 tackles and five QB sacks and is a four-year
starter for the Scots. Macalester returns
several defensive backs,
including Steve Zachary (So., St. Paul, MN / Cretin-Derham Hall),
Brandon Dixon (So.,
Rogers, MN / Buffalo), Marshall Mullenbach
(Jr., Racine, MN / Stewartville) and Gray Herzberg (So., Webster,
MN
/ Northfield).


Complete preview found at: www.macalester.edu/~athletic/top_stories/FBprev01.html

http://www.macalester.edu/~football/
http://www.macalester.edu/~athletic/top_stories/FBprev01.html


Saint John's
University   

Head
Coach: John Gagliardi (49th season at
SJU / 377-109-11
overall)

2000
Record: 13-2 (8-1 MIAC / 2nd)

Key
Returners:

Blake Elliot, WR, Jr., 2000
stats: 60 receptions, 967 yards, 14 TDs; 34 punt returns, 396
yards, 1 TD

Brent Vogt, OT, Jr., 6-0, 225

Josh Dirlam, OC, Jr., 6-1, 246

Brad Beyer, FS, Sr., 6-2, 198, 2000 stats: 68 tackles, eight INT,
led team in INT's, eighth leading tackler

Ryan Danielson, DE, 6-2, 217, 2000 stats: 72 tackles, five tackles
for loss, sixth leading tackler

Season
Preview:

The Saint John’s University football team will enter
the 2001 season with much excitement after advancing to
last
year’s national championship game. The Johnnies are expected
to return five starters – three on offense and
two on defense
– from a team that won a school record 13 games. SJU went
13-2 overall and 8-1 in the
Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference in 2000.

For the 49th consecutive season John Gagliardi will be on
the sidelines coaching SJU. Gagliardi is beginning his
53rd season
as a collegiate head coach. The winningest active coach and second
all-time in college football
history, Gagliardi currently owns a
377-109-11 collegiate career record. Gagliardi is currently 31 wins
away from
Eddie Robinson’s all-time collegiate victory record
of 408 wins. On Sept. 22 at Augsburg, Gagliardi will become
only
the third collegiate football coach in history to coach 500 career
games.


Complete preview can be found at: www.csbsju.edu/sjusports/fballpreview01.htm

St. Olaf
College   

Head
Coach: Paul Miller (4th
season)

2000
Record: 7-3 (6-3 MIAC / 3rd-
tie)

Key
Returners:

Joe Hammond, Sr.,
Quarterback 

Brian Senske, So., Quarterback, 1460 yards

Steve Ryan, Sr., Receiver, (736 yards), 2000 MIAC MVP 

Manuel Spriegel, Sr., Tailback, Rushed for 1290 yards (2nd in
MIAC) 

Jeff Flugum, Sr., Offensive Line, All-MIAC

Marc Davies, Sr., Tight End, All-MIAC

Matt Lafferty, Sr., Linebacker, All-MIAC

http://www.csbsju.edu/sjusports/fball.html
http://www.csbsju.edu/sjusports/fballpreview01.htm
http://www.stolaf.edu/athletics/football/


Season
Preview:

St. Olaf enters the 2001
football season fueled with optimism generated from the first
winning season (7-3)
since 1990. A number of outstanding returnees
dot the roster as both sides of the ball possess a minimum of
eight
returning starters. Sean Koomen ('04, Mankato, Minn.), was
effective as the extra point/field goal kicker
last fall and will
return for the 2001 season. 

On the offensive side there appears to be plenty of potential
firepower as the Oles return nine starters. Wideout
Steve Ryan
('02, So. St. Paul, Minn.), leads a truly outstanding group of wide
receivers including Jake Rath ('02,
Apple Valley, Minn.), Zack Kent
('02, Colorado Springs, Colo.), and Neal Olson ('03, Wisconsin
Rapids, Wis.). The
Oles hope to be bolstered by the return of Brian
Sprout ('02, Lake City, Minn.) who had spectacular two seasons
before being sidelined by injury last fall. Marc Davies ('02,
Richfield, Minn.) is an exceptional tight end. The
quarterback
position is solid with two proven winners in Joe Hammond ('02
Neillsville, Wis.), and Brian Senske
('04 Apple Valley, Minn.).


The offensive line features Jeff Flugum('02,Burnsville, Minn.) who
has started 30 consecutive games. Rob Ward
('02, Rochester, Minn.)
and Jake Landsteiner ('02, New Ulm, Minn.) also return as offensive
line starters. In
addition, Tilman Achberger ('04, Northfield,
Minn.) who is moving from his reserve tight end role to offensive
tackle, is expected to make a sizable contribution.


Tailback, Manuel Spreigl ('02, So. St. Paul, Minn) rushed for 1290
yards in 2000 to become the first Ole to reach
the 1000-yard
plateau since 1990. He is complimented by several other talented
performers including two HM
All-Conf. players at the fullback
position, Cordell Hunkins ('03, Apple Valley, Minn.), and Kevin
Clausen ('02,
Pierson, Ia.).


Tim Baer ('03, Ettrick Wis.) and Jay Larsen ('02, Northfield,
Minn.) provide the Oles with two additional quality
tailbacks who
are expected to contribute yards to the Ole rushing
attack. 


The Ole defense is led by linebacker, Matt Lafferty ('03, Apple
Valley, Minn.), Dan Meyers ('03, Cannon Falls,
Minn.), linebacker
and defensive end, and James Struble ('02, Sparta, Wis.). The
defensive secondary features
two veterans, Cory Dingels ('02,
Gibbon, Minn.), and Shane Vatland ('02, Morristown, Minn.), who
enter their
fourth year as starters.

University of St.
Thomas   

Head
Coach: Don Roney (4th season / 20-10
overall)

2000
Record: 6-4 (6-3 MIAC /
3rd-tie)

Key
Returners:

Nick Ambrasas, Jr, QB, Started
last 6 games of 00 and was 98-of-159, 62%, 1,157 yards, 9 TDs in
those games

Jake Barkley, Jr, RB, 2000: MIAC rushing champ, 1,476 yds, 9 TDs,
6.3 ypc, eight 100-yard games in row, All-
Region

Justin Hall, Jr, WR, 2-year career: 62 rec., 804 yds, 7 TD; track
& field All-American

Bob Hannah, Sr, LB, 2000: HM All-MIAC, 2 INT, 3 forced fumbles, 2
sacks, 4 break-ups, 39 tackles

Andrew Hilliard, Jr, WR, All-MIAC, Acad. All-American, track
All-American; 2-yr. career: 46 rec., 821 yds, 4 TD

Rick Joslin, Jr, LB, 2000: HM All-MIAC, 90 tackles, 2 forced
fumbles, 2 sacks

Andy Kaiser, Sr, DL, 2001 FB Gazette Preseason All-American; 3-yr
starter; Career: 14.5 sacks, 187 tackles, 2
INT

http://www.stthomas.edu/tommies/ftbl/


Season
Preview:

There are reasons for optimism
for the 2001 St. Thomas football team -- notably 20 of 24 returning
starters
back, led by two All-America candidates. There also are
reasons for concern -- another grueling September
schedule and
several off-season injuries that have eroded depth. The 2000
Tommies made a lot of big plays, but
their inexperience caused them
to miss some chances in a 6-4 finish. Although the Tommies secured
the school's
sixth consecutive winning season and tied for third in
the MIAC at 6-3, they know they can and must play
sharper in 2001
in order to challenge for an MIAC championship.The Toms open at
home Sept. 8 vs. Division II
Bemidji State, a team that also
returns 20 starters and gets a one-week jump with a Sept. 1 game.
St. Thomas
then begins MIAC play with two games against teams with
new head coaches -- Sept. 15 at Concordia-Moorhead
and Sept. 22 at
home vs. Carleton.The Tommies close the month with a Sept. 29 trip
to rival St. John's, the
2000 NCAA Division III
runner-up. 


On offense, the Toms have an All-American candidate at running back
in junior Jake Barkley; return three
proven wide receivers; return
five of their six starters up front from tight end to tackle; and
welcome back junior
quarterback Nick Ambrasas, who won the starting
job at mid-season and showed steady improvement. Roney
said his
offensive line had an excellent offseason and will report to camp
in terrific shape. Juniors Joe Moline and
Logan Kane return at the
right tackle and guard spots; soph Blake Norman is back at left
tackle; junior Justin
Wallick played guard last year.On defense,
senior lineman Andy Kaiser (career: 187 tackles, 14.5 sacks), an
All-
American candidate, leads the charge. Four other senior
starters are back -- tackle Aaron Johnson, end Conor
Casey,
linebacker Bob Hannah and cornerback Connell Nolan. Junior starters
back are linebackers Rick Joslin (90
tackles, two sacks) and Sean
O'Leary (71 tackles, four sacks), and free safety Joe Fritze (51
tackles, 3 INT, 10
break-ups). 


For more information: www.stthomas.edu/tommies/news.cfm?ArticleID=943

2000 MIAC Football Links - Standings, Awards, Results, Players
of the Week, Final
Stats, Football
Preview, Academic
All-America, NCAA
Tournament, Good
Works Team, NCAA
Championship

 

 
 2000 MIAC Final
Standings

   MIAC  Overall

Bethel * 9-0 1.000 10-1

St. John's 8-1 .889 13-2

Gustavus 6-3 .667 6-4

St. Olaf 6-3 .667 7-3

St. Thomas 6-3 .667 6-4

Concordia 4-5 .444 4-6

Augsburg 3-6 .333 3-7

Hamline 2-7 .222 2-8

Carleton 1-8 .111 1-9

Macalester 0-9 .000 1-9

* - MIAC Champion

http://www.stthomas.edu/tommies/news.cfm?ArticleID=943
http://www.miac-online.org/custompages/miac/2008/previews/archive/ftbac00.html#standings
http://www.miac-online.org/custompages/miac/2008/previews/archive/ftbac00.html
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